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During the nineteenth century, it is estimated that over 103,000 ‘Liberated 

Africans’ were disembarked at Freetown, a proportion of whom were 

Muslim. Although Muslims represented a minority within the wider 

‘Liberated African’ population, their presence situates the development of 

the colony within the broader context of Islamic West Africa. Tracing 

Muslim names in the records generated by colonial officials makes it 

possible to reconstruct aspects of their individual life histories. This paper 

analyses patterns of Muslim arrivals to trace points of embarkation along 

the African coast and examines how fragmentary colonial records can 

offer glimpses into their experiences following ‘liberation’ in the Crown 

Colony.
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